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reached. For it is maintained that Mind is the only
possible cause of Force; or rather perhaps, that Mind
is a Force, and that all other force must be derived
from, it inasmuch as mind is the only thing which,
is capable of originating change. This is said to
be the lesson of human experience. In the pheno-
mena of inanimate nature the force which works is
always a pre-existing force, not originated, but trans-
ferred. One physical object moves another by giving
out to it the force by which it has first been itself
moved. The wind communicates to the waves, or
to a windmill, or a ship, part of the motion which
has been given to itself by some other agent. In
voluntary action alone we see a commencement, an
origination of motion; since all other causes appear
incapable of this origination experience is in favour
of the conclusion that all the motion in existence
owed its beginning to this one cause, voluntary
agency, if not that of man, then of a more powerful
Being.

This argument is a very old one. It is to be
found in Plato; not as might have been expected,
in the Phsedon, where the arguments are not such
as would now be deemed of any weight, but in
his latest production, the Leges. And it is still
one of the most telling arguments with the more
metaphysical class of defenders of Natural Theology.

Now, in the first place, if there be truth in the